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THREE SPECIMENS OF THE GREEN SEA TURTLE
CHELONIA MYDAS (L.) RECORDED IN GREECE

Introduction
The green sea turtle, Chelonia mydas (L.), is a circumglobal species nesting
mainly in tropical and subtropical regions. Nesting of the green turtle occurs
also in the Mediterranean, namely in Cyprus (DEMETROPOULOS.
1981), in
Israel (SELLA.1982) and in the southern coast of Turkey (GELDIAY
et al.,
1982). Green turtles have been occasionally reported in other parts of the
Mediterranean ( D ESPOTT, 1931; KNOEPFFLER. 196 1; RIEDL. 1963 and others)
and even as north as in the Black Sea (BESKOV and BERON. 1964).
In Greece, Chelonia mydas is included in its herpetofauna (ONDRIAS, 1968)
but, as far as can be ascertained, there are no specific records in the literature.
We report here three individual green turtles which were captured or found,
recently, in Greek territorial waters.
Results
Individual I
It was observed alive at the Aquarium of the Hydrobiological Station at
.Rhodos island. It was photographed and measured on 26 March 1983 (Table
1).
The carapace was basically brown-green with distinct copper streaks. The
keel along the midline was still present. Between the first and the second vertebral scales there was an extra scale about 2 cm in diameter. All flippers were
brown-green above with a narrow yellow-white strip along the trailing edges.
The scales on the head were dark brown with occasional copper patches and
they were separated from each other by conspicuous creamy lines. The neck
above was dark olive and at the sides becoming progressively creamy white
towards the throat. Venter of flippers were yellow-white with brown scales
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Discussion
The presently recorded individuals have the main morphological features of
the species as described in various keys (CARR. 1952; MERTENS and
WERMUTH.1960; BRONGERSMA, 1972) with few minor variations. Individual
I1 appears to have three inframarginals on its right side, instead of four,
because the scale at the position of the first inframarginal is divided
longitudinally in two and therefore cannot be considered as a true inframarginal. All specimens have -strangely- the same atypical number of
postocular scales on their left side, five instead of four.
It is interesting to note that the recorded individuals are considered as
juveniles according to the size classification proposed by HIRTH (1971).
Assuming that there are no other nesting areas of Chelonia in the Mediterranean besides the known ones, the present records indicate that juvenile green
turtles in the Mediterranean may venture as far as 1 2 0 km from the nearest
nesting beach (Fig. 2).
The conspicuous scarcity of small size specimens of Chelonia led CARRet
al. (1978) to suggest that green turtles pass the first stages, up to about 14
months. of their life cycle in a pelagic habitat -the alost year. habitat- and
later turn up in various inshore estuarine or reef-system habitats. Individual 111
belongs apparently to the rlost yearu size class. The fact that this individual
was found stranded in a weak condition shows that it was carried off its
pelagic habitat.
Furthermore. CARRet al. (1978) suggested that when development is completed and the diet switches to herbivory, adult Chelonia utilize a different kind
of habitat which is characterized by protected warm water not too deep for
photosynthesis. The apparent lack of adult size specimens of the green turtle in
Greece could mean that there is no resident adult population of Chelonia in the
Greek seas. Nevertheless, some attention must be paid to this evidence since
fishermen who may capture accidentally turtles keep more easily small size individuals than large ones.
On the other hand the existence of healthy juvenile specimens of Chelonla
in Greece may indicate that Greek coastal waters are utilized as part of a
developmental habitat for a Mediterranean green turtle population. But, in view
of the exceedingly small number of records this indication needs further investigation.
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